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1. Health of the Laborer .—Hitzig discusses at length a case of acci¬ 
dent and proper methods of examination in conditions of traumatic neu¬ 
rosis. The conclusion is reached that the only true method for the 
discovery of and proper judgment regarding simulation consists in the 
repeated scientific applications of available clinical methods of examina¬ 
tion in the individual case. In general, the article discusses in an inter¬ 
esting way the well-worn subject of the neuroses of traumatic origin. 

2. Eye Muscle Paralysis. —Kinichi Naka discusses the findings in a 
-case of peripheral paralysis in tuberculous meningitis. The clinical course 
was unusual in the suddenness of the onset, accompanied in the later 
stages of the affection by a paralysis of the oculomotor nerve, with death 
on the eighth day. At no time was there paralysis of extremities or 
disturbances of sensibility. Anatomically a high degree of tuberculous 
meningitis was found, with a marked involvement of all the eye muscle 
nerves at their points of exit, with slight hemorrhage in the region of the 
oculomotor nerve and degeneration of the oculomotor and acoustic groups. 
Attention is drawn to the difficulty of diagnosis in the case because of its 
rapid onset. A second case was reported of nuclear paralysis in a case of 
dementia paralytica of the tabetic type. In connection with this case pri¬ 
mary atrophy of the ganglion cells was found. There is also a discussion 
of anatomical matters relating to the motor nerves of the eye. 

3. Aphasia. —In a detailed article Mohr describes methods of training 
aphasics, basing his ideas on a recognition of the highly complex character 
even of the simplest acts of speech and upon the fact that speech must be 
regarded as a function closely bound up with the entire psychic activity. 
It therefore becomes necessary to regard the entire mental life of the 
aphasic. It is desirable to begin with the simplest possible exercises, in 
order that the patient may recognize progress. It is furthermore desir¬ 
able to give patients words and sentences which recall interesting experi¬ 
ences; and finally, it is important to insist that the patient lead as moral 
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a life as possible and strive to express his views and feelings. It is urged 
that the physician, should himself undertake this instruction and, if possi¬ 
ble, continue it to the end. Later, it is possible to accomplish excellent 
results through a trained teacher, but the patient should not too soon be- 
left to his own devices. 

4. Cortical Vision.— On, the basis of a careful study of the theory of 
cortical vision, Mayendorf reaches in part the following conclusions: 
The entrance of the central visual tract into the cortex of the ocipital lobe 
takes place altogether in compact bundles; the cortical visual sphere is* 
not a sense-organ according to its specific structure. It is, like other parts, 
of the cortex, an association mechanism which permits of optic impres¬ 
sions if conveyed to it preformed from the periphery. The same cell 
complex stimulated through an association bundle from another source 
produces meaningless optical impressions. If an established cell-complex, 
is aroused through the projection bundle, then by the mechanism of pri¬ 
mary identification (Wernicke) comes the secondary recognition of an 
object. Through the stimulation of the same cell-complex over the 
association system optical memories become active. The macular bundle 
of the optic nerve has also separate representation in the optic radiation 
and those cortical areas which stand in relation with it are to be regarded 
as the macular visual cortex. 

5. Arteriosclerosis. —In this paper Buchholz attempts to fill out our 
knowledge of arteriosclerosis by detailed histories of patients and minute 
anatomical investigations. Recognizing the fact that in most of the 
patients there is a large variety of pathological processes, it becomes 
.necessary as far as possible to determine types of the disease. Few of the 
cases present simple, typical disease pictures, but in most cases, in addi¬ 
tion to a series of symptoms characteristic of this or that group of arterio¬ 
sclerotic. processes, other conditions of this disease are to be observed. 
Binswanger and Alzheimer have drawn attention to a somewhat character- 
-istic type of arteriosclerotic brain degeneration, and it remains to fill the 
gaps in our knowledge of the less characteristic forms. Buchholz’s paper 
concerns itself with this latter object. 

6. Eyes and Epilepsy. —Schoen and Thorey offer an exhaustive study 
on the condition of the eyes in epileptics in two institutions. The asser¬ 
tion is made at the outset that no absolutely thorough examination of the 
eyes in this class of patients has hitherto been made. This they have set 
themselves to do in the cases at their disposal. As a result of their studies 
on many hundred patients they found an exceptionally high per cent, of 
ocular defects. No treatment has yet been undertaken* and it is asserted 
that the complete carrying out of the necessary treatment is a matter 
of the most extreme difficulty. In general, they lean toward the view that 
the condition of the eyes should be seriously considered in relation to 
the disease, but they are far from asserting, in the present state of our 
knowledge, that ocular disturbances are the cause of epilepsy. They are, 
however, of the opinion that all cases should be carefully examined in this 
regard and, if possible, after the first attack the condition of the ocular 
mechanism should be thoroughly investigated. 

7. Acetonuria. —This paper is a careful study of the significance of 
acetone in relation to certain disorders of the nervous system. During 
five years at the institution with which Hoppe is connected as. chief 
physician, systematic examinations relating to acetone in the urine of 
five hundred epileptics and mental patients has been made. In three hun¬ 
dred and twenty-five epileptics acetone was found in 8.5 per cent, of the 
patients, and especially in status epilepticus and persistent confusional 
states. Oftener than in epileptics acetone was found in those suffering from 
acute psychoses, and in these cases chiefly in patients suffering from depres¬ 
sion with reduced ingestion of food. Acetone was not once found among 
thirty-eight idiots and eight patients with chorea. It was seldom found 
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in general paralysis, and when found, during a paralytic attack. The 
paper contains tables and an elaborate bibliography of 144 references. 

8. Penal Code.— Kornfeld discusses in a brief article certain questions 
regarding the working of the penal code, which has small interest to read¬ 
ers outside of Germany. 

9. Care of Insane. —Meyer gives in detail the working of the laws 
for the care of the insane in England and Scotland, and finds in them 
and in the system generally much of interest to German psychiatry. The 
method of construction of asylums is also given, and matters relating 
to the family care of the insane. Meyer returned from his journey in 
Scotland and England enthusiastic over their methods, and with the 
conviction that the general methods there in vogue are worthy of the 
most careful scrutiny by those interested in the same subject in Germany. 

10. Family Cerebellar Ataxia. —On the basis of further anatomical 
finding in a case of. family cerebellar ataxia Nonne discusses the justifi¬ 
cation. of the separation of Friedreich’s disease into a spinal and cerebellar 
form, together with a clinical contribution to the congenital form of cere¬ 
bellar ataxia and to so-called acute ataxia. Following an historical sum¬ 
mary of the disease in question, he gives the autopsy findings in the sec¬ 
ond of three cases which he first investigated and published in 1894. The 
only anomaly was a diminution in the size of those parts of the brain 
developing from the fore and mid-brain and an exceptional diminution 
in the size of the cerebellum, whereas the oblongata was practically of 
normal size and the spinal cord wholly normal. The microscopic exam¬ 
ination was of less significance. The case, according to 'Nonne, prove? 
that the pure clinical picture of hereditary cerebellar ataxia may be pro¬ 
duced solely through an abnormal smallness of the cerebellum; secondly,, 
that the condition of the cerebellum is the essential lesion; and thirdly, 
referring to a previous case, that in the same family anatomical variation 
in the pathological conditions may be present with the same clinical course. 
The paper further discusses the transitional form and certain pathological 1 
conditions which may give rise to somewhat similar conditions. A good' 
bibliography is appended. 

11. Hystero-epilepsy. —Steffens is of the opinion that the underlying- 
character of hysteria and epilepsy is not essentially different, but that 
the same causes appear in both, only in different form and varying in¬ 
tensity and persistence. It is, therefore, not remarkable that he regards- 
a certain condition in which hysteria and epilepsy coexist as a definite- 
disease. With this significance he admits the terms hystero-epilepsy, not- 
thereby implying a third disease. Hystero-epilepsy is a psycho-neurosis,, 
and belongs in the broadest sense to the degenerative diseases. In general, 
the article calls attention to the close relationships and apparently tran¬ 
sitional forms between hysteria and epilepsy, and is a useful, although 
a somewhat theoretical, discussion of this subject. 

12. Contracture of Neck Muscles. —In this paper, on the basis of a- 
number of cases, Knapp discusses the question of the functional con¬ 
tractures of the neck muscles. He confines himself to a consideration- 
of tonic spasms. The whole question of torticollis is discussed, with diag¬ 
nosis and treatment. On the therapeutic side he considers that suggestion 
in the broad sense is alone of use, and by this means, at times with the use- 
of electricity or massage, success may be attained. 

13. Accountable Degenerates.—Moeli discusses in this paper in de¬ 

tailed fashion the difficult questions involved in the proper estimation 
of persons in a measure irresponsible for their actions, both in relation 
to law and to medicine. The importance of the careful study of the indi¬ 
vidual case, of his relation, on the one hand, to the criminal classes, and' 
on the other to those which include simply the irresponsible, together 
with the proper treatment of the partially irresponsible, is discussed at 
length.. E. W. Taylor (Boston.) 



